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Conversely, man was never driven out of Paradise, but stayed
right where he had been; only the place itself changed from
Paradise to Hell. This beautiful and very down-to-earth myth
has found its way into Marlowe's Faustus poem:
"FAUST:       Where are you damned?
"MEPHISTO: In Hell.
"FAXJST:       How comes it then that thou art out of
Hell?
"MEPHISTO: Why, this is Hell, nor am I out of it.
Thinkst thou that I who saw the face of
God
And tasted the eternal joys of Heaven
Am not tormented with ten thousand
Hells?"16
It is the split in human existence which torments Paracelsus-
Faustus, the humanist and mystic. Humanity has been banned
from the face of God because it takes part in nature. Humanity
has the means with which to rebuild Paradise on earth. For
that it has been twice created. The word of God seeks to be-
come flesh in humanity. Humanity redeems itself and thereby
liberates the universe, too, from the animal spirit.17 The con-
tinuous act of this conquest, which must be achieved here be-
low, is the unification with God, achieved through love.
This simple premise resolves all the difficult and intricate,
often apparently contradictory, tenets of Paracelsian philosophy
and theology. It is unimportant whether the body will be resur-
rected or not. Paracelsus ridiculed the idea of "the resurrection
of the dirt (Kot)." What matters is the spiritual resurrection of
mankind. For the same reason, he rejected metempsychosis and
other subterfuges which may ease the burden of life. Death is
final. Whatever man can do to assure his glorification, he must
do here and now.